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Retired Partner
Simpson Thacher & Bartlett LLP

WILLIAM T. RUSSELL, JR.

HONORING
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Chair & Commissioner
NYC Commission on Human Rights

CHRISTINE CLARKE

HONORING
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President Emerita
Brooklyn Legal Services

HON. BETTY E. STATON

HONORING
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With deep roots in all five boroughs, 
LEGAL SERVICES NYC is the largest free civil legal 
services provider in the country.
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BENEFIT CO-CHAIRS

Marshall R. King
Partner

Gibson Dunn

Liza May Velazquez
Partner

Paul, Weiss, Rifkind, Wharton & Garrison LLP
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BOARD MEMBERS
Liza May Velazquez, Chair

Marshall R. King, Vice Chair

Ronan P. Harty, Secretary

William Reckler, Treasurer

Samantha Aezen
Michael Andersson
Linda Carrasquillo
Shawn G. Crowley

Donna Daniels

Joseph M. Drayton
Shirin Emami

Susan R. Gittes
Zeretha Jenkins
Carl E. Kennedy

Omar Khan
David F. Levine
Ana Melendez

Peter Ofner
Tawfiq S. Rangwala

William T. Russell, Jr.
Renita N. Sharma

Karen Shen
Daniel Slifkin

Abibatou Traore-Miller
Jeroen van Kwawegen

Mark Venaglia
Joy Wefum
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Each year, 700+ attorneys, paralegals, and advocates 
from LEGAL SERVICES NYC help more than 
120,000 New Yorkers to stay housed, protect their 
families, secure benefits, and defend their rights - 
keeping stability and dignity alive in neighborhoods 
across the city.
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LEGAL SERVICES NYC has among the largest and
most effective pro bono programs in the United
States - with more than 5,000 volunteers, 125
participating firms and companies, 5,100 cases
handled each year, and donated time valued at more 
than $80M.
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IMPACT IN 2025

LEGAL SERVICES NYC helped thousands of 
families and asylum seekers with immigration cases.
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IMPACT IN 2025

LEGAL SERVICES NYC trained 10,000+ community 
members to know their rights and stand up for 
themselves.
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IMPACT IN 2025

LEGAL SERVICES NYC secured $60 million in back 
pay and benefits for low-income clients.
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IMPACT IN 2025

LEGAL SERVICES NYC prevented more than 6,000 
evictions citywide.
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IMPACT IN 2025

LEGAL SERVICES NYC undertook impact work in 
46 cases that stand to benefit more than 4 million 
people through systemic change.
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IMPACT IN 2025

The LEGAL SERVICES NYC Access Line handled 
76,150 calls from New Yorkers in need, either routing 
them on to case services, or providing them with 
high quality referrals.
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IMPACT IN 2025

LEGAL SERVICES NYC provided representation to 
more than 100 organizations, including non-profits, 
coop housing, tenant associations, and small 
businesses.
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“When you organize with your neighbors, you can take back 
your power as tenants. Before we started organizing, we felt 
powerless against the landlord. But by working together and 
supporting each other, we’ve already won back our security 

deposits and much more."

Client Caroline, a tenant in an East Harlem building whom 
LSNYC helped win a $500,000 settlement.
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“I could not have done this on my own. I want to thank Legal 
Services NYC and their pro bono partners, not only for helping 

me, but for helping so many others like me.”

Client Abdiel, a veteran, whom LSNYC helped avoid 
an eviction.
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“For the first time in many decades, we no longer have to fear 
Alfredo being deported to Venezuela where his life would be 
endangered. We firmly believe that without this remarkable 

organization, and without our advocate’s astonishing efforts on 
our behalf, this might never have happened.”

From David, spouse of Client Alfredo, a gay man from 
Venezuela who fled violence, blackmail and kidnapping, whom 

LSNYC helped get asylum in the US. 
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VISIONARY
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MAESTRO
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VIRTUOSO
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Blank Rome LLP

Cravath, Swaine & Moore LLP

Diane and Joe Genova

Herbert Smith Freehills Kramer LLP

PRODIGY
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MetLife, Inc. 

Morgan Stanley

The Morrison & Foerster Foundation

Robinson & Cole LLP

USI Insurance Services

PRODIGY
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Akin Gump Strauss Hauer & Feld LLP 

Cadwalader, Wickersham & Taft LLP

Chaffetz Lindsey LLP

GFP Real Estate LLC

M3 Partners, LP

Patterson Belknap Webb & Tyler LLP

Wollmuth Maher & Deutsch LLP

ARTIST
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FRIEND
Eva Neubauer Alligood 

Juan Arteaga
BankUnited

Barclays Capital 
Bob Bourque

Byrne Software 
Technologies, Inc.
Cigna Healthcare

James Cross

Davis+Gilbert LLP
William Dougherty

Evercore
Mary Beth Forshaw

Andrew Frankel
Kibler Fowler & Cave LLP

Legal Outreach
Mary Elizabeth McGarry
Jacqueline McMickens

Sandy Qusba
Raun J. Rasmussen

Thomas Rice
Arthur Robinson
Jeffrey T. Scott, 

Sullivan & Cromwell LLP
David Woll
Ken Ziman
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VISIONARY
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!"#$%$&'("()"*+,,)-(".$/!."*$-0'1$*"%21New York   Beijing   Boston   Brussels   Hong Kong   Houston   London   Los Angeles 
Luxembourg   Palo Alto   San Francisco   São Paulo   Tokyo   Washington, D.C.

We Proudly Support 

Legal Services NYC’s  
2026 Jazz for Justice
and Congratulate Our Friend and Colleague

Bill Russell
and Fellow Honorees

VISIONARY
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Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom LLP and Affiliates

Skadden is proud to support  
Legal Services NYC and congratulates  
all of this year’s honorees.

Abu Dhabi  Beijing  Boston  Brussels  Chicago  Frankfurt  Hong Kong   
Houston  London  Los Angeles  Munich  New York  Palo Alto  Paris  São Paulo   

Seoul  Singapore  Tokyo  Toronto  Washington, D.C.  Wilmington

1,700 attorneys
21 offices
50+ practices

VISIONARY
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REFORMER

Debevoise is proud to join in celebrating 
Legal Services NYC’s 50+ years of great 
service to New Yorkers.

We join in honoring William T. Russell, Jr. 
and the Hon. Betty E. Staton.

www.debevoise.com

MAESTRO
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Arnold & Porter proudly sponsors 
the 2026 Jazz for Justice to support 
Legal Services NYC's work for 
communities in need. 

©2026 Arnold & Porter Kaye Scholer LLP.  All Rights Reserved.

VIRTUOSO
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Compass Lexecon  
congratulates the 2026 Jazz for Justice

honorees, William T. Russell, Jr., Hon.

Betty E. Staton, and Christine Clarke.

www.compasslexecon.com

VIRTUOSO
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davispolk.com

© 2026 Davis Polk & Wardwell llp

We join in celebration of 
Legal Services NYC and this 
evening’s honoree, Bill Russell.

VIRTUOSO
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LW.com

Latham & Watkins is proud to support

LSYNC Jazz for Justice
and congratulations to this year’s honorees: 
William T. Russell, Hon. Betty E. Staton, and 
Christine Clarke

VIRTUOSO
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www.morganlewis.com
© 2026 Morgan, Lewis & Bockius LLP, a Pennsylvania limited liability partnership 

We are proud to support  

LEGAL SERVICES  
NYC
AT JAZZ FOR JUSTICE 2026

REFORMERVIRTUOSO
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VIRTUOSO
Paul, Weiss, Rifkind, Wharton & Garrison LLP paulweiss.com

We Are Proud  
to Support 
the Jazz for 
Justice Benefit
Congratulations to honorees William T. Russell Jr.,  
Hon. Betty E. Staton and Christine Clarke
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REFORMERVIRTUOSO
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© 2026 Wilmer Cutler Pickering Hale and Dorr LLP

wilmerhale.com

Making a difference.

Attorney Advertising

9KNOGT*CNG�KU�RTQWF�VQ�UWRRQTV�.GICN�5GTXKEGU�0;%oU�CPPWCN�,C\\�
HQT�,WUVKEG�GXGPV��9G�EQOOGPF�.50;%oU�OKUUKQP�VQ�EQODCV�
RQXGTV[�CPF�UGGM�TCEKCN��UQEKCN�CPF�GEQPQOKE�LWUVKEG�HQT��

NQY�KPEQOG�0GY�;QTMGTU�

VIRTUOSO
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We are pleased to support  

Legal Services NYC  

and recognize the work  

of tonight’s honorees,  

William T. Russell, Jr.,  

Hon. Betty E. Staton  

and Christine Clark.

CONGRATULATIONS

Blank Rome LLP proudly supports 
Legal Services NYC and Jazz for 
Justice. We are pleased to join in 
honoring William T. Russell, Jr.,  
Hon. Betty E. Staton, and  
Christine Clarke.

Boston • Chicago • Cincinnati • Dallas • Houston • Los Angeles • New York • Orange County
Philadelphia • Pittsburgh • Princeton • Shanghai • South Florida • Tampa • Washington • Wilmington

%ODQN�5RPH�LV�DQ�$P�/DZ�����¿UP�ZLWK����RႈFHV�DQG�����DWWRUQH\V�DQG�SULQFLSDOV�ZKR�
provide comprehensive legal and advocacy services to clients operating in the United States 
and around the world. Our professionals have built a reputation for their leading knowledge 
and experience across a spectrum of industries and are recognized for their commitment to 

pro bono work in their communities. For more information, please visit blankrome.com.

PRODIGY
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KRAMER LEVIN IS NOW HSF KRAMER

HSFKRAMER.COM

We proudly stand with 

LEGAL SERVICES NYC 

in advancing access to justice and 
are delighted

to celebrate the outstanding 
achievements of

BILL RUSSELL

CHRISTINE CLARKE

and

JUDGE BETTY STATON

Morgan Stanley is proud
to support

Legal Services NYC’s
Jazz for Justice Benefit
and congratulates this

year’s honorees

PRODIGY
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We are proud to support 

Legal Services NYC’s 
2026 Jazz for Justice Benefit.

Grounded in a longstanding commitment 
to community and pro bono service, we are 
a law firm aligned with LSNYC’s mission to 
advance racial, social, and economic justice 

for New Yorkers.

Congratulations to tonight’s honorees!

Britt-Marie K. Cole-Johnson  |  bcole-johnson@rc.com
Boston  |  Hartford  |  New York  |  Washington, DC  |  Providence  Boston  |  Hartford  |  New York  |  Washington, DC  |  Providence  ||  Miami  |  Miami  |  Austin   Austin 

Stamford  |  Wilmington  |  Philadelphia  |  Los Angeles  |  Albany  |  Stamford  |  Wilmington  |  Philadelphia  |  Los Angeles  |  Albany  |  rc.comrc.com
© 2026 Robinson & Cole LLP | Attorney Advertising© 2026 Robinson & Cole LLP | Attorney Advertising

Trust. 
Expertise. 
Resources.
Congratulations, honorees: 
William T. Russell, Jr.
Hon. Betty E. Staton
Christine Clarke 

We are proud to support Legal 
Services NYC’s continued efforts 
YTܪ�LMY�UT[JWY^�FSI�XJJP�WFHNFQ��
social, and economic justice.

1JFWS�FGTZY�:8.�FSI�YMJ�NSXZWFSHJ�XTQZYNTSX�FSI�XJW[NHJX�
\J�TKKJW�YT�UWTYJHY�GZXNSJXXJX��JRUQT^JJX��FSI�KFRNQNJX�

USI Insurance Services
/TMS�;FS�<NJ�a�8;5��*RUQT^JJ�'JSJܪYX 
516.768.8705 | John.VanWie@usi.com

l�����:8.�.SXZWFSHJ�8JW[NHJX��&QQ�WNLMYX�WJXJW[JI�

PRODIGY
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akingump.com

@2026 Akin Gump Strauss Hauer & Feld LLP. All rights reserved. Attorney advertising. Prior results do not guarantee 
a similar outcome.

Supporting the  
New Yorkers  
Making a Difference
We’re proud to support Legal Services NYC and to 
partner in its mission to deliver life-changing legal aid to 
communities across the five boroughs. Congratulations 
to tonight’s honorees.

ARTIST
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1133 Avenue of the Americas
New York, NY 10036
www.pbwt.com

Patterson Belknap is 
proud to support

Legal Services NYC
on the occasion of its

2026 Jazz for Justice Benefit

We join in celebrating
this year’s honoree:

William T. Russell, Jr.

ARTIST
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We are proud to sponsor 

Jazz for 
Justice 
2026

A benefit for 

Legal Services NYC

Congratulations 

to the honorees

William T. Russell, Jr.

Hon. Betty E. Staton

Christine Clark

ARTIST
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BILL RUSSELL
On being honored at Legal Services NYC’s

Jazz for Justice Benefit

We are proud to celebrate Bill ’s leadership,

integrity, and commitment to expanding access

to justice for New Yorkers in need.

Your dedication to strengthening our

communities reflects the very best of our

profession.

Congratulations Legal Outreach proudly congratulates

William T. Russell, Jr.
on being honored at the

LSNYC Jazz for Justice Benefit.

As Chair of our Advisory Board, William T. Russell, Jr.
exemplifies the leadership and commitment to

justice that strengthen and uplift our communities.

R A I S I N G  T H E  B A R  F O R  F O R T Y - T H R E E  Y E A R S

legaloutreach.org
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We proudly support
Legal Services NYC

and its 2026 Jazz for Justice Benefit

Congratulations to tonight’s honorees

dglaw.com

Christine ClarkeHon. Betty E. StatonWilliam T. Russell, Jr.


