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AFFIRMATIVE ASYLUM SUPPORTING EVIDENCE CHECKLIST
LSNYC has created the following supporting documents checklist to help you brainstorm with your client to identify all available evidence to corroborate their claim. The Newark NJ (ZNK) asylum office requires that supporting documentation is submitted at least a week in advance of the asylum interview. In Bethpage NY (ZNY), supporting documentation can be submitted ahead of time or on the day of the interview. 
· Client’s biographical and immigration documents
· Birth certificate with translation
· Passport biographic page
· Other identity, government-issued picture ID
· Name and/or sex change order
· Complete copy of client’s passport (every single page)
· Marriage certificate
· Birth certificates of any children
· I-94 or other proof of last entry into the U.S.
· If your client filed after the one-year filing deadline, you must submit documentation to evidence they qualify for an exception. 

· Client’s affidavit
· This is the most important piece of evidence in your application packet. Think of it as your client’s written testimony and their cheat sheet for the asylum interview. 
· Immigration Equality has a great "dos and don'ts" for client affidavits, as well as a sample annotated declaration/affidavit. 

· Supporting affidavits
· Corroborating affidavits from individuals familiar with key facts in your client’s case. 
· Helpful things for supporting affidavits to corroborate:
· Client’s sexual orientation and/or gender identity
· Client’s past harm, either because they witnessed it or the client confided in them about it
· Any ongoing threats against the client




· Evidence that client is member of LGBTQ+ community or other asserted protected ground (HIV+ status, race, religion, nationality, political opinion, or membership in other particular social groups)
· Proof of membership in any LGBTQ organizations
· Evidence of hormone replacement therapy and/or other medical gender-affirming treatment
· Medical records confirming HIV+ status
· Supporting affidavits from current/former partners, family members and/or friends to confirm client’s identity
· Pictures of client with current or former partners 
· Pictures of client at LGBTQ+ events 

· Police reports
· If your client was able to file a police report following instances of persecution, work with your client to obtain copies of those police reports.
· Many of our clients try to file police reports but are turned away, mocked, or even persecuted by the police instead. This should be discussed in detail in their affidavit since it is helpful evidence about the government’s inability/unwillingness to protect them.

· Medical reports
· If your client sought medical attention after any instances of past persecution, submit copies of those medical reports.

· Other evidence of past harm, such as photographs of injuries or news articles or social media posts about the attacks

· Expert reports (submit with copy of expert CV)
· Psychological evaluations can provide helpful corroboration, unearth important facts and contextualize the impact of mental health issues on failure to file within the one year filing deadline. 
· Physicians for Human Rights organize pro bono psychological evaluations: https://phr.org/issues/asylum-and-persecution/asylum-for-attorneys/
· Other psychological evaluation resources: https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1LBmS1a1akrCDT3UBRMoTkb-7lG_u1XWRhdb2923SAlw/edit#gid=0


· Country conditions expert—typically not required where there is plentiful country conditions evidence available, but it can be very helpful with more niche arguments or where there isn’t abundant country conditions evidence available. 

· Country condition evidence index
· Please submit a detailed index of all relevant country conditions evidence to support your client’s case. 
· Helpful country conditions resources:
· Immigration Equality: https://immigrationequality.org/legal/legal-help/resources/country-conditions-index/
· Center for Gender and Refugee Studies (they provide helpful samples, country conditions indexes, decisions, etc.): https://cgrs.uchastings.edu/assistance/request
· Refworld: https://www.refworld.org/
· Asylos: https://resources.asylos.eu/available-research/
· Canadian Immigration Refugee Board: https://irb.gc.ca/en/country-information/pages/index.aspx 
· US State Department's Human Rights Reports: https://www.state.gov/reports-bureau-of-democracy-human-rights-and-labor/country-reports-on-human-rights-practices/
· Vecina: https://vecina.org/country-conditions/?blm_aid=23357525
· Human Rights Watch: https://www.hrw.org/topic/lgbt-rights
· Amnesty International: https://www.amnestyusa.org/issues/gender-sexuality/lgbtqi/

· Cover letter and legal memo
· While not required, a short legal memo pulling the whole record together and arguing that your client qualifies for asylum is very helpful. Please see our pro bono library and/or contact your mentoring attorney for samples: https://www.legalservicesnyc.org/pro-bono-resources/immigration-resources/asylum-materials/
Password: demandjustice 

· Discretion
· If your client has ever been arrested or charged with any crime, you need to submit a certificate of disposition (or other evidence of how the charges were resolved) for each incident.
· Asylum is discretionary, so it can be helpful to provide evidence of the client’s positive involvement in the community, especially if there is a criminal history. 

NOTE ON CREDIBILITY: Your client’s credibility is the most important thing in their asylum case. Take great care to ensure that all details in the record are consistent. Facts in all supporting evidence should match—even minor inconsistencies could damage your client’s credibility and result in a referral. Keep that in mind as you draft your client’s affidavit and prepare them to testify at their interview. For example, if they struggle with recalling specific dates, keep reference to timeframes general.
HELPFUL ASYLUM LAW RESOURCES: Two very helpful asylum manuals that explain the process and provide guidance on preparing for the asylum interview: 
· Immigration Equality: https://immigrationequality.org/asylum/asylum-manual/immigration-court-proceedings/
· National immigrant Justice Center: https://immigrantjustice.org/for-attorneys/legal-resources/file/nijc-procedural-manual-asylum-representation-pdf
· USCIS training module for Asylum Officers on how to adjudicate LGBTQI asylum claims: https://www.uscis.gov/sites/default/files/document/foia/LGBTI_Claims_LP_RAIO.pdf
· Human Rights First Resource Library, which includes useful samples and materials: https://resources.humanrightsfirst.org/
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