[image: ]

Habeas Clinic Client Interview Guide – Key Factual Questions
Answer the questions you can from the client file and use these questions to guide the First Client Meeting. 
· Immigration History. Be sure to identify the following about the client’s immigration history:
· Place and date of entry 
· Circumstances of entry – EWI, with a visa, parole? 
· If entered with a visa, did they overstay?
· If paroled in, has their parole been revoked? 
· Have they been apprehended by ICE?
· If yes, date/place apprehended and outcome 
· Does the client have an order of removal?
· If yes, details – when, where, from what forum (ICE, immigration court, etc.) 
· Has the order been reinstated? 
i. If yes, details of the order of reinstatement – when, where, etc. 
ii. When was the original order of removal entered?
iii. When did the client enter the US again? 
iv. What was the manner of their entry in their most recent entry to the US?
· Is there an order of supervision? 
· Are the terms of the order of supervision known?
· When is the next scheduled check-in?
· Is there an upcoming court date? 
· If yes, is the client in 240 proceedings?
· Does the client have forms of relief pending with Immigration Court or USCIS– eg. Asylum, U-Visa, VAWA, withholding, CAT, etc.? 
· Is client scheduled for/eligible for a credible fear interview or reasonable fear interview? 
· If yes, details 
· Is client subject to expedited removal? 
· Is there a motion to reopen pending? 
· If yes, details 
· Has the client been ordered removed within the past 180 days? 
· Is there a BIA appeal pending?
· If yes, details 
· Is client bond eligible? 
· Is client possibly classified as under mandatory detention? 
· Has client had any with the criminal justice system?
· If yes, details – arrested/convicted, nature of the allegation/crime etc.
· Has the client ever been in immigration detention? 

Share immigration documents with LSNYC. Share immigration documents with LSNYC. In addition, the advocate should prepare to share all the documents related to the client’s immigration history for the LSNYC Litigation Team’s review.  This could include any applications they have submitted to USCIS, removal orders, reinstatement orders, any records of sworn statements the client has made or any other documents you received in response to FOIAs. 

· Identify events impacting immigration case. Immigration cases remain pending for many years and various things can happen during that time to impact your client’s case. It is also important to confirm with the client whether they qualify for any new forms of relief and identify if anything has happened recently to heighten their risk of detention. Be sure to ask clients the following:
· Since your application was filed, have you been arrested or stopped by the police (even if charges were dismissed)?
· Have you had any other contact with law enforcement and/or a civil or criminal court?
· Have you been fingerprinted for any reason?
· Have you received any appointment, interview or hearing notices from any immigration agency?
· Have you filed any other immigration applications?
· Have you been a victim of a serious crime in the US?
· Have you been the victim of trafficking?
· Have you recently married a US citizen or lawful permanent resident?
· Have you experienced any domestic violence?
· Have any close family members (parents, spouses, children) become US citizens or lawful permanent residents?
· Has anything changed in your home country or personal circumstances that now makes you afraid to return to your home country (only relevant for people who don’t already have I-589s pending)?
· If the client is under 21 and SIJS is not already pending, has a parent passed away, or have they been neglected, abused or abandoned by a parent?


· Let LSNYC know right away if you get any yes answers! If clients answer “yes” to any of these questions, get relevant details and contact your LSNYC mentor to discuss
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