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Legal Services NYC was founded in 1968 as part of the War on 
Poverty, an expansive set of initiatives introduced in the 1960s under 
President Lyndon B. Johnson. What started as a loose confederation of 
neighborhood-based legal services programs has grown into the nation’s 
largest civil legal services provider. Our citywide force of more than 700 
staff helps more than 112,000 low-income New Yorkers annually. 

For low-income New Yorkers facing a life crisis, legal help is often the most effective tool in 
resolving it. Roughly 1.6 million city residents are currently living below the poverty line—a 
mere $32,000 for a family of four. They are often made more vulnerable by discrimination, 
immigration status, age, or disabilities. 

For more than 50 years, our dedicated staff has challenged systemic injustices and made 
real, tangible improvements in the lives of communities across the city. This work includes 
preventing evictions and preserving housing; demanding access to high-quality education, 
health care, and economic security; ensuring safety and stability for survivors of domestic 
violence and immigrants; and fighting for the dignity and respect of all New Yorkers, 
including LGBTQ communities, New Yorkers with disabilities, and people of color. 

With deep roots in communities in all five boroughs, Legal Services NYC has handled more 
than two million cases since our founding. We are proud of what we have accomplished and 
look forward to continuing to expand the scope of our work with the generous support of our 
individuals, partners, and communities across the city.

About Us
12
office locations across 
New York City

700+
citywide staff, making us 
the nation’s largest civil 
legal services provider

112,000+
low-income New Yorkers 
helped annually



33

A Note from the Executive Director
Dear Supporters

This past year has been one of both significant challenges and remarkable 
triumphs, underscoring the vital role that civil legal aid plays in ensuring 
justice and stability for our city’s most vulnerable residents. 

Amid persistent housing insecurity, economic disparities, and evolving legal 
needs, our advocates stood resolute, fighting to protect tenants, secure 
benefits for families, defend workers’ rights, and safeguard the futures of 
countless New Yorkers. We expanded our reach, innovated our strategies, 
and deepened our partnerships, all with the singular goal of empowering 
individuals and strengthening neighborhoods. The stories within this report 
are a testament to the tangible impact of our work – lives stabilized, rights 
upheld, and dignity restored. 

A key focus throughout 2024 was our commitment to addressing 
systemic inequities in an effort to create lasting change for entire 
communities. We launched initiatives to combat predatory lending, provided 
critical support to immigrant communities, and pushed for policy changes 
that advance justice and equity for all New Yorkers. We are particularly proud 
of our collaborative work with community organizations, which allowed us to 
reach more people and address their needs holistically. 

None of this would be possible without our extraordinary staff, who bring 
both expertise and profound empathy to every case. We are also deeply 
indebted to our pro bono partners, funders, and community allies, whose 
support amplifies our efforts and sustains our mission. Your belief in our 
work is the bedrock of our success. 

It is my privilege to share this note of gratitude. What feels like not so long 
ago, I was a young attorney at this very organization. And so, it has been my 
great honor to return to LSNYC in 2024, succeeding the steady and stalwart 
leadership of Raun Rasmussen, as Executive Director.  

Looking ahead, the need for free legal services remains as urgent as ever.  
With your support, we will continue to be relentless champions for our 
clients, fighting with compassion,  
good humor, and world-class  
legal counsel. 

Thank you for standing with us.  
Together, we will continue building a  
stronger, more just New York City for all. 

Sincerely,

Shervon Small
Executive Director

Shervon Small
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28,813 (26%)
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Who We Serve
New Yorkers Helped
Across All 5 Boroughs

BROOKLYN 

queens 

21,626 (20%)

bronx

35,887 (32%)

manhattan

staten island  

15,219
(14%)

8,746 (8%)
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Through our offices in all five boroughs, Legal Services NYC (LSNYC) fights for the rights of the low 
income members of our communities. We coordinate our services across practice areas to address 
legal problems faced by historically poor and persecuted populations including immigrants, veterans, 
people of color, LGBTQ individuals, people living with HIV/AIDS, and people with disabilities. Our 
multifaceted work includes:

What We Do

Protecting Housing &  
Preventing Homelessness
 56,937 New Yorkers helped
LSNYC prevents thousands of evictions and 
foreclosures every year. We force landlords to 
repair unsafe and unsanitary housing conditions. 
Our advocacy preserves affordable housing 
and prevents the displacement of poor families 
caused by gentrification.

Safeguarding Income &  
Fighting Consumer Fraud
 36,025 New Yorkers helped
We ensure access to benefits for people with 
disabilities, veterans, the elderly, and others. We 
put a stop to employers’ practices that deprive 
workers of compensation, and fraudsters’ 
schemes that often target low-income minorities.

700  
Staff Members served approximately 
56,000 cases that benefited more than 
120,000 vulnerable New Yorkers

$60,892,261  
in cash benefits, settlements, and 
savings to our clients 

$358,848,316 
 in NYC taxpayer savings

4,796  
volunteers at scores of law firms and 
companies donated more than 96,000 
pro bono hours helping New Yorkers

141,858,582  
New Yorkers who now understand their 
rights through trainings, workshops, and 
community educational events 

63,058  
hotline calls answered by staff fluent in 
10 languages

Helping Immigrants & 
Strengthening Families
 23,136 New Yorkers helped
Every year, we help thousands of immigrants and 
their families gain asylum and get on a path to 
citizenship. Our attorneys and social workers also 
secure safe and stable environments for victims of 
domestic violence and their children.

Securing Access to  
Education & Health Care 
 3,292 New Yorkers helped
Our work to protect students’ rights includes 
stopping inappropriate school discipline, and 
ensuring the accommodation of students with 
special needs. LSNYC helps uninsured New 
Yorkers access public health benefits, and 
safeguards patients’ housing, finances, and health 
care coverage.

5
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Defending New 
York City’s Rent 
Stabilization Laws 
Together with our community partners, LSNYC successfully 
fought to uphold New York City’s Rent Stabilization Law 
(RSL) and Housing Stability and Tenant Protection Act of 
2019 (HSTPA), protecting affordable housing for over a 
million New Yorkers.

This year, LSNYC successfully intervened on behalf of N.Y. Tenants and 
Neighbors, Community Voices Heard, and Coalition for the Homeless, to stop 
several attempts by landlords to have the U.S. Supreme Court rule the rent 
stabilization laws unconstitutional. 

Twice now, the U.S. Supreme Court has rejected the landlords’ attempt to 
topple affordable housing systems in New York thanks to our arguments that 
the landlords’ lawsuits were devoid of merit. The U.S. Supreme Court also 
refused to hear the cases in 2023 thanks to our efforts.

Since 1969, New York’s Rent Stabilization Law 
has provided affordable housing for millions 
of New Yorkers, preventing displacement and 
combating homelessness, and we will continue 
to challenge any and all efforts aimed at eroding 
the well-established and lawful protections that 
the communities we serve rely on. 

“

”
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Making Name 
Changes Easier 
for LGBTQ+  
New Yorkers 
For trans and gender nonconforming New Yorkers, securing 
a legal name change is an important step toward making 
their legal identities match their lived experience. However, 
LSNYC found that court clerks were making it difficult for individuals to 
change their name, making them jump through additional unnecessary 
hoops and were denying applications inconsistently and incorrectly. LSNYC 
filed a legal challenge and the courts settled. 

As a result, NYC courts issued new guidance to clerks to inform them how 
they should process name change applications. In addition, the courts also 
agreed to publish more information about the process for people who want 
to change their name.

7
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Lain, LSNYC client who was involved in the legal challenge

When I imagine other people saying my 
name, it’s a warm feeling, because it feels 
like something that belongs to me. 
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Helping New Arrivals to  
New York City 
LSNYC has always risen to meet the changing needs of NYC 
communities, and nowhere is that more apparent than in our 
work supporting newly arrived immigrants. Across the city, staff 
are on the ground supporting newly arrived families, including partnering 
with the Mayor’s Office of Immigrant Affairs and community organizations 
to hold free legal clinics, workshops, and events that ensure newly arrived 
families get resources and information on public benefits, housing, 
education, and immigration assistance. 

In the Bronx, we provide over 260 newly arrived New Yorkers with resources 
on public benefits, housing, and immigration assistance at one of the city’s 
largest Humanitarian and Emergency Response & Relief Centers. Our 
Manhattan office shared resources with bilingual families at an East Harlem 
Bilingual Head Start Partnership Expo. Brooklyn staff continued to advise 
families on how to extend their stays in shelters. And this is on top of all 
the amazing immigration and asylum work our staff regularly does to keep 
families safe.

8
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Holding NYC’s 
Most Notorious 
Landlord  
Accountable 
For years, the tenants of 705 and 709 West 170th Street in 
Manhattan requests for repairs were ignored by notorious 
slumlord Daniel Ohebshalom – a man named New York City’s 
worst landlord by the Public Advocate’s office. 

Building conditions deteriorated and the HPD violations grew to over 500 
between the two buildings, threatening tenants’ safety. 

Manhattan Legal Services’ Tenant Rights Coalition and the Met Council 
on Housing got involved and a court ordered Ohebshalom to make repairs. 
However, after months of inaction, advocates moved for contempt and a 
judge finally ordered Ohebshalom to be arrested and sent to jail on two 
separate occasions. 

Tenants are still fighting for their home and are currently working to take the 
buildings out of Ohebshalom’s ownership and convert it into co-ops. 

Bianca L., 705- 709 West 170th Street

“

”

The lack of maintenance and negligence 
of the landlord Ohebshalom has been 
astounding. He needs to be held 
accountable. We, as tenants, deserve better 
living conditions. We aren’t asking for any 
luxury – just respectable living conditions.
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Helping New 
Yorkers Keep Their 
Unemployment 
Benefits 
In the wake of the COVID-19 pandemic, some New Yorkers 
who applied for unemployment benefits were overpaid 
through no fault of their own. Despite desperately needing 
the money, however, New York State is attempting to force 
people to pay back the money, even though the federal 
government does not require it. Legal Services NYC, 
however, is fighting to help people keep the money.

When one LSNYC client applied for federal pandemic assistance, the New 
York Department of Labor processed her application incorrectly, confusing 
her gross income with her net income, and ultimately overpaying her 
$10,000. Six months elapsed before the DOL realized its error, but rather 
than forgive the overpayment, it attempted to clawback the full amount. She 
applied for a hardship waiver but was denied and later accused of fraud. 
With no way to pay the DOL back, she contemplated taking funds out of 
her retirement account. However, with help from an advocate from Legal 
Services NYC, she fought back. Her advocate appealed directly to the DOL’s 
Deputy General Counsel Laura Campion, getting the fraud charge rescinded 
and the overpayment forgiven. 

There are hundreds if not thousands of 
[people] throughout the state that give up. 
They say, ‘I don’t have time to go to these 
hearings. I don’t have time to call this 
advocate and wait for them to call me back.’ 
Victor Brito, Legal Services NYC paralegal

“

”
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Fighting Deed 
Theft Scammers, 
Holding Banks 
Accountable
One homeowner’s decade-long battle to get back 
ownership of his home came to a victorious end with help 
from Legal Services NYC. 

Vincent Holmes was targeted by the notorious Launch Development firm 
and its owner, Herzel Meiri, in a wide-ranging deed theft that targeted 
numerous Black and Hispanic New Yorkers across the Bronx, Brooklyn, 
and Queens. “These criminals targeted us,” Mr. Holmes said. “They 
called us and forced themselves into our lives.  They preyed upon us and 
took advantage of our struggles.”

After the Meiris were convicted for their crimes, however, Mr. Holmes 
still struggled to get his home back because of a $650,000 lien with a 
24% interest the banks who funded the Meiris put on the home. After a 
two-day hearing, Mr. Holmes prevailed. A judge found that the lenders 
knew or should  have known that they were funding an illegal, predatory, 
and devastating scam. 

This victory is a testament to Mr. Holmes’ 
determination to keep the home that was 
rightfully his. Judge Ramos’ order puts 
all lenders on notice: There is no worse 
investment than a deed theft scam.  

Rachel Geballe, supervising attorney with the Neighborhood 
Economic Justice Project of Legal Services NYC’s Brooklyn Office.

“

”
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Helping Asylees 
Get a Path to  
Citizenship
Thanks to a restrictive immigration policy from the first 
Trump administration known as “Last In, First Out,” asylum 
seekers with existing asylum claims are caught in a 
permanent limbo where their cases might never be heard, 
putting their lives on hold indefinitely. 

USCIS has a growing backlog of over one million applications and is required 
to  hold an asylum hearing within 45 days of an application and adjudicate a 
claim within 180 days.

LSNYC and Wilmer Hale sued USCIS over the policy on behalf of a number 
of clients and USCIS settled, giving our clients asylum hearings and with it, a 
chance at citizenship in the United States. In fact, LSNYC staff had the honor 
of accompanying clients to their asylum interviews.

I never lost hope.  
I kept praying and believing.  
I didn’t lose my faith.  
LSNYC client

12
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Suing a City 
Shelter for 
its LGBTQ+ 
Discrimination 
When Isaiah Morris had a falling out with a family member 
he lived with, he ended up at Cooper Rapid Rehousing 
Center, a Queens shelter operated by Westhab Inc. 

However, not long into his stay at the shelter, Ms. Morris found himself 
subject to homophobic encounters, turning his time there into what he calls 
“a long-running nightmare” filled with physical attacks, threats to his life, 
homophobic slurs, and unwanted sexual advances. 

Employees at Westhab, which has $1.84 billion dollars in contracts with 
New York City and the  Department of Homeless Services, also denigrated 
Mr. Morris for his sexuality and failed to take action to protect him from 
residents who harassed him. “There was no safe space. Nobody really 
wants to talk about what is actually happening there,” said Mr. Morris. 

With help from Legal Services NYC, Mr. Morris, who has since moved into 
an apartment, is suing the Department of Homeless Services and Westhab, 
and in doing so, taking on a long-standing issue within New York City’s 
shelters.  

It seems like there was more than neglect. 
It just seems like indifference toward what 
was happening to him. 
Anne Stephonson, senior staff attorney at Legal Services NYC

“
”
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Revenue

Legal Services Corporation and  
Other Federal Contracts $17,853,779

Interest on Lawyers Accounts $9,346,077

New York State Contracts $32,788,660 

New York City Contracts $58,754,958

Events and Individual Donors $1,881,221  

Private Grants and Contributions $1,693,609

Foundations $668,779

Attorney Fees $548,032   

Interest $15,069 

Other Income $14,052 

Total $123,564,237

Donated Pro Bono Services $80,007,964

Expenses

14

Fundraising  
$914,288 

Management 
& General 
$19,934,973 

Total - $123,529,548

Program Services 
$102,680,287  

Financials
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Institutional Donors
$100,000+
Compass Lexecon
FTI Consulting, Inc.
Ontra

$50,000-$99,999
Cravath, Swaine & Moore LLP
Debevoise & Plimpton LLP
Latham & Watkins LLP
Quinn Emanuel Urquhart & Sullivan, LLP
Simpson Thacher & Bartlett LLP
Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom LLP

$25,000-$49,999
American College of Bankruptcy 
Foundation
Arnold & Porter
Bloomberg LP
Davis Polk & Wardwell LLP
Gibson, Dunn & Crutcher LLP
Hecker Fink LLP
Katten Muchin Rosenman LLP
Kramer Levin Naftalis & Frankel LLP
Milbank LLP
Morgan, Lewis & Bockius LLP
Paul, Weiss, Rifkind, Wharton & Garrison LLP
Pfizer Inc.
Weil, Gotshal & Manges LLP
Wilmer Cutler Pickering Hale and Dorr LLP

$15,000-$24,999
Akin Gump Strauss Hauer & Feld LLP
Bernstein Litowitz Berger & Grossmann LLP
Cahill Gordon & Reindel LLP
Greenberg Traurig, LLP
Morgan Stanley
The Morrison & Foerster Foundation
Orrick, Herrington & Sutcliffe LLP
Ropes & Gray LLP
Seyfarth Shaw LLP
Sullivan & Cromwell LLP
USI Insurance Services LLC

$10,000-$14,999
AlixPartners, LLP
American Express Company
Cadwalader, Wickersham & Taft LLP
Cornerstone Research
Duane Morris LLP
Emmet, Marvin & Martin LLP
Freshfields US LLP
Fried, Frank, Harris, Shriver & Jacobson LLP
GFP Real Estate, LLC
King & Spalding LLP
Mayer Brown LLP
McGuireWoods LLP
MetLife, Inc.
O’Melveny & Myers LLP
Popular Bank
Proskauer Rose LLP
Wollmuth Maher & Deutsch LLP

$5,000-$9,999
Barclays Capital
Blank Rome LLP
BNY Mellon
Cleary Gottlieb Steen & Hamilton LLP
Covington & Burling LLP
Fenwick & West LLP
JPMorgan Chase & Co.
Lowenstein Sandler LLP
Manatt, Phelps & Phillips, LLP
McDermott Will & Emery LLP
McKool Smith
Patterson Belknap Webb & Tyler LLP
Reed Smith LLP
Sidley Austin LLP
Winston & Strawn LLP

15



16

Individual Donors
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$25,000+
Ronan P. Harty
Liza May Velazquez

The Justice Circle
$10,000-$24,999
Joseph S. Genova and Diane M. Genova
Susan Reagan Gittes
Michal Katcher and Daniel Katcher
Sarah Keech
John S. Kiernan
Marshall R. King
Susan J. Kohlmann
David F. Levine
Scott D. Musoff
Daniel Priest and Katherine Priest
Tawfiq S. Rangwala
William T. Russell, Jr.
Patrick T. Shilling
Daniel Slifkin
Jeroen van Kwawegen

Benefactors
$2,500-$9,999
Anonymous (2)
Atiba D. Adams
Fredericka P. Bashir
Susan S. Baxt and Benjamin H. Baxt
Ricardo Beaussejour
Anthony Perez Cassino
Shawn G. Crowley
Donna Daniels
Peggy J. Farber
Michael J. Garvey and ToniAnn Bonade
Melissa Garza
Anna Gbur
Alan M. Getz
Michael Goldblum and Ann Rauch
David Gringer
Richard A. Grossmann
Steven L. Holley
Deborah G. Howard
Marilyn Henry Howell and Ronald O. 
Howell
Ben A. Indek

Jesse L. Jensen
Eamon P. Joyce
Christina Kutz
Celeste Morris
Perry A. Napolitano
Vicki Negron
Irving H. Picard
Raun J. Rasmussen
William O. Reckler
Anna M. Rennich
Richard T. Ross
Samuel J. Rubin
Bethany J. Saul
David E. Schwartz
Renita N. Sharma
Karen C. Shen
Steven J. Slutzky
Betty E. Staton
William H. Taft V
Grace Vetromile
Michael J. Volkovitsch
Kamali P. Willett
Michael D. Young

$1,000-$2,499
Anonymous (3)
Marc B. Adelman
Raad Ahmed
Michelle J. Anderson
Raphael Andrews
Sana Bakshi
Satyam N. Bee
Patrick A. Bradford
Martin A. Cammer
Ben Capasso
Zachary Dean Carlson
Neesha Chhina
Adia D. Coley
Jennifer R. Cowan and Dan Jacob
Meredith B. Cross
Joseph Drayton
Melissa B. Drennan
Caroline C. Dreyspool
Shirin Emami
Anouck Giovanola
Charles Grannum

James L. Kainen
Ian C. Kerr
Sarah King
Richard B. Levin
Pamela Anagnos Liapakis
Haley Ling
Joseph P. Moodhe
Diane M. Nardi
Peter C. Neger and Melinda Beck
Rosemary F. Palladino
David Parker and Ronnie Parker
Susan Perri
Jeanne Gallo Perry
Sarah Purtill
Greg Raiten
Becky Raskind
Diana E. Reiter and Sean Mersten
John F. Savarese
Ann Schaetzel
Matthew Sosnow
Evette Soto-Maldonado
Brian M. Stadler
Jacqueline M. Stykes
Martha Adams Sullivan
Nakia Thomas
Christie Wan
Randi Weingarten and Sharon Kleinbaum
Eric Xu
Andrea Zigman

Defenders
$500-$999
Anonymous (5)
Derek J. T. Adler and Noreen R. Weiss
Kelechi Anyanwu
Diandra Archibald
Jefferson E. Bell
Lucy and David Carson
Sandra Cohen
William J. Covington and Helen Covington
Jason S. Cowart
Stephen G. Crane
Heather Cruz
Perla Delson
Brandon Dudt-Mulzet
Jesse Elliott

Meghan Faux
Dennis Feldman
Brendan Ferguson
David Forrest
Steven I. Froot
Robin Howald
Richard R. Howe
Nikita Hunter
James W. Johnson
Io Jones
Yoon-jee Kim
Kristal King
Andrew Kissner
Henry Thomas Krim
Professor Suky Kwak
John G. Levi
Gregorio Mayers
Maureen W. McCarthy
Kevin R. McConnell
Glen McFarlane
Troy McKenzie
Marshall L. Miller
Terry L. Moore
Monica Corrine Moran
Candace Moss
Samin Mossavi
Elizabeth Organ
Steven R. Paradise
Tracy Pecher
Deborah Rand
Kathleen A. Roberts
Sandy R. Santana
Mona C. Schnitzler
Karen Shatzkin
Katherine Smith
Scott Solomon
Hector W. Soto
Danielle Stadler
Jane Steinberg
Neil Steinkamp
Winnie F. Taylor
Diana Tull
Jordan C. Wall
Helen E. White
Michael L. Williams
Paul Wooten
Nicole M. Zeiss
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Pro Bono Partners
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A&E Television Networks, LLC
A&O Shearman
Accenture
AIG
Akerman LLP
Akin Gump Strauss Hauer & Feld LLP
Alston & Bird
Amazon
American Express
Amgen
Apollo Global Management
Apple
Arnold & Porter
Bain Capital
Baker Botts L.L.P.
Bank of America
Bank of Montreal
Barclays
BlackRock
Blackstone Inc.
Bloomberg
BNY
BODYARMOR
Bracewell LLP
Brown Rudnick LLP
Cadwalader, Wickersham & Taft LLP
Carter Ledyard & Milburn LLP
Chubb
Citigroup Inc.
Citizens Bank
Cleary Gottlieb Steen & Hamilton LLP
Compass
Con Edison
Cooley LLP

Covington & Burling LLP
Cravath, Swaine & Moore LLP
D. E. Shaw & Co., L.P.
Davis Polk & Wardwell LLP
Davis Wright Tremaine LLP
Debevoise & Plimpton LLP
Dechert LLP
Deloitte
Dentons
Dickstein Shapiro LLP
DLA Piper LLP (US)
Equitable
Fenwick & West LLP
Fish & Richardson P.C.
Fragomen, Del Rey, Bernsen & Loewy LLP
Fried, Frank, Harris, Shriver & Jacobson LLP
Friedman Kaplan Seiler Adelman & 
Robbins LLP
Gibson, Dunn & Crutcher LLP
Goldman Sachs
Goodwin Procter LLP
Greenfield Stein & Senior, LLP
Holland & Knight LLP
HSBC
Hughes Hubbard & Reed LLP
IBM
Jenner & Block LLP
JPMorgan Chase & Co.
Kasowitz Benson Torres LLP
Katten Muchin Rosenman LLP
Kelley Drye & Warren LLP
Kilpatrick Townsend & Stockton LLP
King & Spalding LLP
Kirkland & Ellis LLP

Klestadt Winters Jureller Southard & 
Stevens, LLP
Kramer Levin Naftalis & Frankel LLP
Kroll, LLC
Latham & Watkins LLP
Loeb & Loeb LLP
Lowenstein Sandler LLP
Manatt, Phelps & Phillips, LLP
Marsh McLennan
Mayer Brown LLP
McDermott Will & Emery
McGuireWoods LLP
Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center
Meta
MetLife, Inc.
Milbank LLP
Morgan Stanley
Morgan, Lewis & Bockius LLP
Morrison & Foerster LLP
NBC Universal
New York Life Insurance Company
Norton Rose Fulbright
Novartis
O’Melveny & Myers LLP
Patterson Belknap Webb & Tyler LLP
Paul, Weiss, Rifkind, Wharton & Garrison LLP
PayPal
PepsiCo
Pershing LLC
Pfizer Inc.
Pillsbury Winthrop Shaw Pittman LLP
PNC Financial Services Group, Inc.
Proskauer Rose LLP
Prudential Financial

Quinn Emanuel Urquhart & Sullivan, LLP
RBC Capital Markets
Ropes & Gray LLP
Salesforce, Inc.
Seyfarth Shaw LLP
Sheppard Mullen
Simpson Thacher & Barlett LLP
Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom LLP
Société Générale
Squire Patton Boggs
Standard Industries
Steptoe LLP
Sullivan & Cromwell LLP
Sullivan & Worcester LLP
TD Bank
The Guardian Life Insurance Company  
  of America
Vinson & Elkins LLP
Wachtell, Lipton, Rosen & Katz
Weil, Gotshal & Manges LLP
WeWork
White & Case LLP
Willkie Farr & Gallagher LLP
WilmerHale
Winston & Strawn LLP
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Who We Are
 Board of Directors

Legal Services NYC staff labor every 
day under crushing caseloads, under 
the emotional burden of their clients’ 
circumstances, with the heartbreak of 
knowing how many people they are unable 
to help — all to make America’s promise 
of equal justice under the law a reality for 
people to whom it would otherwise be just 
a cruel illusion. They represent not only 
the highest values of the legal profession, 
but the highest and most sacred value of 
America itself America itself — justice.  
James J. Sandman, former president  
of the Legal Services Corporation

Liza May Velazquez
Paul, Weiss, Rifkind, Wharton & Garrison LLP
Chair

William O. Reckler
Latham & Watkins LLP
Treasurer

Sara L. Shudofsky
Arnold & Porter
Secretary

Linda Carrasquillo

Donna R. Daniels
EY

Joseph Drayton
Cooley LLP

Susan Reagan Gittes
Debevoise & Plimpton LLP

Jeffrey Gordon
Gordon & Gordon

Ronan P. Harty
Davis Polk & Wardwell LLP

Victoria L. Horowitz

Ben A. Indek
Morgan, Lewis & Bockius LLP

Zeretha Jenkins

Abdiel Joseph

Carl E. Kennedy
Katten Muchin Rosenman LLP

Marshall R. King
Gibson, Dunn & Crutcher LLP

Susan J. Kohlmann
Jenner & Block LLP

Martin Lebwohl
D. E. Shaw & Co., L.P.

Gary S. Lee
Morrison & Foerster LLP

David F. Levine
Bloomberg L.P.

Ana Melendez

Peter Ofner

Rasheedah Omar

Rosemary F. Palladino
Private Practice

Tawfiq S. Rangwala
Milbank LLP

David E. Schwartz
Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom LLP

Karen Shen
Pfizer Inc

Daniel Slifkin
Cravath, Swaine & Moore LLP

Abibatou Traore-Miller

Jeroen van Kwawegen
Bernstein Litowitz Berger & Grossmann LLP

Joy Wefum
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Who We Are
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(Continued)

 Pro Bono Advisory Board
Adia Coley 
Vinson & Elkins

Alexis Cassamassima 
Fried Frank

Alvina Pillai 
King & Spalding LLP

Anna Rennich 
Debevoise & Plimpton LLP

Brendan Ferguson 
Quinn Emanuel Urquhart & Sullivan, LLP

Chris Mao  
Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom 
LLP

Christie Wan 
Paul, Weiss, Rifkind, Wharton & Garrison 
LLP

Danielle Stadler 
Willkie Farr & Gallagher LLP

David Forrest 
Loeb & Loeb

Eric Xu 
Fried Frank

Haley Ling 
Milbank LLP

Ignacio Martinez Castellanos 
Gibson, Dunn & Crutcher LLP

Jonathan D'Errico 
Bernstein Litowitz Berger & Grossman 

Julia Markham-Cameron 
Dechert LLP

Maggie Niu 
O'Melveny & Myers LLP

Maya Kouassi 
Arnold & Porter

Megan Gilligan 
Akin Gump Strauss Hauer & Feld LLP

Megi Belegu 
Akin Gump Strauss Hauer & Feld LLP

Melissa Drennan 
Kramer Levin Naftalis & Frankel LLP

Mia Batista  
Seyfarth Shaw LLP

Samantha Daisy 
Latham & Watkins LLP

Samantha Greenky 
Cravath, Swaine & Moore LLP

Samin Mossavi 
Weil, Gotshal & Manges LLP

Sarah Purtill 
Jenner & Block LLP

Schuyler Atkins 
WilmerHale

Seamus Ronan 
Latham & Watkins LLP

Sydney Kaplan 
Lowenstein Sandler LLP

Trevor Gopnik 
Gibson, Dunn & Crutcher LLP

 Emeritus Board
Mark G. Cunha  
Simpson Thacher & Bartlett LLP (retired)

Joseph S. Genova 
Milbank LLP (retired)

John S. Kiernan  
Debevoise & Plimpton LLP

Michael D. Young 
JAMS

Executive Team
Shervon Small 
Executive Director 

Alexander Horwitz  
Chief Operating Officer 

Greg Klemm  
Chief Financial Officer 

Kirsten Soberanis  
Chief, HR & Diversity 

Michelle Burrell  
Queens Project Director 

Peggy Earisman  
Manhattan Project Director 

Nadia K. Hernandez  
Staten Island Project Director 

Marie Richardson  
Acting Bronx Project Director 

Hon. Betty E. Staton  
Brooklyn Project President 

Tanya Wong  
Brooklyn Project Director

Legal Services NYC
40 Worth Street, Suite 606 
New York, NY 10013 

Bronx
349 East 149th St. 
10th Floor 
Bronx, NY 10451 

Brooklyn
105 Court Street 
3rd Floor 
Brooklyn, NY 11201 

Manhattan
1 West 125th Street 
2nd Floor 
New York, NY 10027 

Queens
89-00 Sutphin Blvd. 
Jamaica, NY 11435 

Staten Island
36 Richmond Terrace 
Ste. 205 
Staten Island, NY 10301 

 
Call our hotline for legal 
assistance: 917-661-4500
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