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Legal Services NYC was founded in 1968 as part of the War on Poverty. 
What started as a loose confederation of neighborhood-based legal 
services programs has grown into the nation’s largest civil legal services 
provider. Our citywide force of more than 600 staff helps more than 115,000 
low-income New Yorkers annually.

for low-income new yorkers facing a life crisis, legal help is often the 
most effective tool in resolving it. Roughly 1.6 million city residents are 
currently living below the poverty line—a mere $25,000 for a family of four. 
They are often made more vulnerable by discrimination, immigration status, 
age, or disabilities. 

for the last 50 years, our dedicated staff has challenged systemic injustices 
and made real, tangible improvements in the lives of communities across 

the city. This work includes preventing evictions and preserving housing; 
demanding access to high-quality education, health care, and economic 
security; ensuring safety and stability for survivors of domestic violence and 
immigrants; and fighting for the dignity and respect of all New Yorkers, including 
LGBTQ communities, New Yorkers with disabilities, and people of color.

with deep roots in communities in all five boroughs, legal services nyc 
has handled more than two million cases since our founding. We are 
proud of what we have accomplished and look forward to continuing to 
expand the scope of our work with the generous support of our individuals, 
partners, and communities across the city.

LEGAL SERVICES NYC
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our citywide force of 
nearly 600 staff helps more 
than 115,000 low-income 
new yorkers annually



Dear Supporters,
The Covid-19 pandemic hit New York City particularly hard, with more than 
300,000 confirmed cases, 20,000 deaths, and an unemployment rate that 
skyrocketed to 20% in June and July 2020. Even before the pandemic, 
nearly 1.7 million New Yorkers had incomes under the federal poverty 
level—a mere $25,000 for a family of four. That reality became much worse 
for low-income families after the pandemic, but Legal Services NYC was on 
the front lines to help. 

Since March 2020 when we closed the doors to our 16 offices throughout 
the City, our staff worked tirelessly from their homes to provide the services 
that New Yorkers have always needed, as well as the services that are newly 
needed because of this pandemic. 

our hotline staff fielded more than 700 calls a week from new yorkers 
who were desperate for help. Each month in 2020, our public benefits 
advocates opened nearly 1,000 new cases, more than double the number 
of cases opened before the pandemic. And our social workers and 
development staff raised nearly $250,000 to provide small grants to families 

to buy food or diapers or books for their kids. 

our staff educated thousands of members of the community about 
unemployment benefits and how to apply for them. We helped kids with 
special needs get the remote educational services they need so they didn’t 
fall  behind during the pandemic. Our immigration advocates made sure our 
clients didn’t get deported or lose their rights to legal status. Our housing 
and foreclosure advocates fought illegal evictions and predatory lending 
scams. And our family law advocates helped survivors of domestic violence 
who couldn’t find privacy from their abuser to make the calls needed to find 
safety.  

through it all, our staff showed incredible courage 
under fire. Without pause, they stepped up to meet 
increased demands from clients, and to create an 
infrastructure that’s allowed us to keep fighting 
successfully for our clients. 

I am incredibly proud of Legal Services NYC staff and 
eternally grateful to all the supporters who allow us 
to provide this life-saving work to those who need 
it the most. Thank you and we look forward to 
a safer, healthier, and happier future next 
year. 

Sincerely,

Raun J. Rasmussen
Executive Director

A NOTE FROM  
THE EXECUTIVE 
DIRECTOR
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WHO WE SERVE
manhattan 
15,367 (15%)

NEW YORKERS HELPED 
ACROSS ALL 5 BOROUGHS 

queens 
22,471 (21%)

staten island  
8,358 (7.3%)

BROOKLYN 
25,907 (25%)

bronx
33,976 (32%)
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WHAT WE DO
Even through a global health pandemic, Legal Services NYC (LSNYC) is on the front lines fighting 
for the rights of the low-income members of our communities. We coordinate our services across 
practice areas to address legal problems faced by historically low-income and persecuted populations 
including immigrants, veterans, people of color, LGBTQ individuals, people living with HIV/AIDS, and 
people with disabilities. Our multifaceted work to help people meet basic needs includes:

protecting housing  
& preventing homelessness  
52,600 new yorkers helped
Legal Services NYC prevents thousands of 
evictions and foreclosures every year. We force 
landlords to repair unsafe and unsanitary housing 
conditions. Our advocacy preserves affordable 
housing and prevents the displacement of poor 
families caused by gentrification. 

safeguarding income  
& fighting consumer fraud
24,100 new yorkers helped 
We ensure access to public benefits for people 
with disabilities, veterans, the elderly, and 
others. We put a stop to employer practices that 
deprive workers of compensation, and fraudsters’ 
schemes that often target low-income minorities 
and make sure New Yorkers have access to 
unemployment benefits. 

helping immigrants  
& strengthening families 
25,800 new yorkers helped
We help thousands of immigrants and their 
families gain asylum and get on a path to citizen-
ship each year. Our attorneys and social workers 
also secure safe and stable environments for 
victims of domestic violence and their children. 

securing access to education  
& health care 

3,300 new yorkers helped 
Our work to protect students’ rights includes 
stopping inappropriate school discipline and 
ensuring the accommodation of students with 
special needs. Legal Services NYC also helps 
uninsured New Yorkers access public health 
benefits, and safeguards patients’ housing, 
finances, and health care coverage.

600 staff members served 
approximately 106,000 low-
income New Yorkers and 
46,000 cases

$50,900,000 in cash benefits, 
settlements, and savings to 
our clients

$345,800,000 in NYC taxpayer 
savings

3,000 volunteers at scores 
of law firms and companies 
donated more than 64,000 
pro bono hours helping 8,000 
New Yorkers.

110,400 New Yorkers who now 
understand their rights through 
trainings, workshops and 
community educational events

21,000 hotline calls  
answered by staff fluent in  
10 languages

5

BY THE NUMBERS



legal services nyc’s rapid covid-19 response
almost overnight, legal services nyc went from a brick-and-mortar law firm to a virtual service provider after covid-19 hit new york in march 
2020 thanks to the herculean efforts of our staff. 
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Our IT Department set up nearly 600 staff members to work remotely, including 
Legal Services NYC’s Access Line staff who answered calls from their homes 
from distressed New Yorkers worried about their survival. Legal Services NYC’s 
Access Line saw a nearly 10% increase in calls from March 2020 to December 
2020  (over 21,000 calls) compared to the same period last year. The entire staff 

at Legal Services NYC mobilized during the pandemic and set up structures to 
meet increased demands, closely monitored systems and structures to make 
sure they were accessible to New Yorkers, and helped struggling New Yorkers 
get the benefits, services, and legal help they needed to survive.
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“it was devastating because i always prided myself 
on being independent. it was a very scary thing and 
overwhelming for me. if i didn’t have legal services nyc, 
i honestly don’t know where i would have been. i want to 
thank you from the bottom of my heart in the most genuine 
way possible for everything you have done for me.” 

– Suhagilis Carrero, a single mother who lost her job  
during COVID-19 and faced eviction. Legal Services NYC  

helped her fight eviction and stay in her apartment.

new covid-19 
hotlines
in response to the flood of requests from families in 
dire need of help, legal services nyc set up a public 
benefits hotline to assist people in applying for public 
benefits such as cash benefits, food stamps, and 
medicaid. 

Legal Services NYC’s staff helped families navigate 
and troubleshoot the NYC Department of Human 
Resources’ online benefits portal, which continues 
to be overwhelmed, and helped people overcome 
technological hurdles that prevented them from 
accessing benefits. As a result, we helped more than 
1,000 families access benefits, submitting online 
applications, providing advice about eligibility, and 
offering guidance on further steps related to pursuing 
benefits. 

Legal Services NYC also began staffing a Housing Legal 
Hotline in partnership with NYC’s Department of Human 
Resources’ Office of Civil Justice. Legal Services NYC 
received a flood of calls from New Yorkers worried about 
eviction moratoriums, lease terms and agreements, 
repair issues, illegal lockouts, rights and responsibilities, 
and rapidly changing tenant protections during the 
pandemic. Housing-related calls to Legal Services 
NYC increased by 37% since Covid-19 hit New York— 
receiving more than 7,500 calls for housing help from 
March to December 2020 compared to over 5,500 for 
the same period in 2019.



emergency funds for 
immigrant clients
Early in the pandemic, Legal Service NYC’s social workers recognized 
that a huge swath of our clients (predominately immigrants) had lost 
their jobs and were not eligible for city, state or federal subsidies. 

They saw clients who were hungry, near homeless, with nowhere else 
to turn. Legal Services NYC’s social workers quickly mobilized to build a 
fundraising effort and infrastructure that would put critical funds directly 
into our clients’ hand — Legal Services NYC’s Emergency Covid-19 
Client Relief Fund. In 2020, the Fund successfully raised and distributed 
nearly $200,000 in funds to 287 client who desperately needed our help. 
The funds, which were raised through the generosity of staff, our board, 
the public, and foundations, were able to help so many of our clients 
in need by putting food on the table and helping them to get diapers, 
medicine, and so many other life necessities. 

safety in the courts
Legal Services NYC fought hard to keep courts closed during the peak 
of the pandemic to protect vulnerable tenants against eviction and 
Covid-19 exposure. 

Legal Services NYC sent multiple letters urging the Office of Court 
Administration to keep housing courts closed, filed an amicus brief in 
support of tenants fighting landlords’ attempts to block the governor’s 
eviction moratorium, and published an opinion piece in City & State 
pointing out that opening housing courts would put thousands of Black 
and brown lives at risk.  Legal Services NYC also sued the Department of 
Justice’s Executive Office of Immigration Review (EOIR), which oversees 
NYC Immigration Courts, for refusing to postpone filing deadlines in 
non-detained immigration cases, which would put immigrants and 
advocates’ lives at risk by forcing them to leave their homes to prepare 
large evidentiary packets at copy stores and offices, meet in person to 
review and sign affidavits, and physically go to the post office or NYC 
Immigration Courts to file or mail documents.

“my kids were very uncomfortable [outside our home]. i had to tell them what was happening and my 
daughter was crying. my son asked me, “dad, when are we going to go home?” i couldn’t hold it anymore and 
i broke down crying. i told him everything was going to be okay and that we were going to go to court and 
fix this. with legal services nyc’s help, we did. god bless you guys. you guys were like angels who came out 
of nowhere and helped me.”  

- Milton Perez, client who Legal Services NYC helped fight an eviction due to a clerical error 
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lack of access to 
technology
As the world turned digital, Legal Services NYC immediately began 
advocating for and assisting our low-income clients who didn’t have 
access to internet or tech devices. 

Legal Services NYC sent letters to the courts urging them to consider 
the needs of unrepresented and marginalized communities who face 
obstacles to virtual appearances and asked the court to allow litigants to 
opt out of appearances and for flexibility in rescheduling hearings. Our 
education team began pushing the Department of Education to provide 
devices and internet access to our clients so students could participate 
in remote learning and a meaningful education. And advocates across 
the organization, from our public benefits unit to immigration to 
unemployment, worked around the clock to make sure clients with 
limited access to technology were able to access the benefits and 
services they needed to survive.
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trauma  
in our schools
Recognizing that students across the city were grappling 
with the trauma of a global health pandemic and a 
national reckoning with anti-Black violence by police, 
Legal Services NYC’s education team, in conjunction with a 
coalition of parents, students, educators, mental health 
providers and advocates, issued a new report.

Community Roadmap to Bring Healing-Centered Schools 
to the Bronx lays out a first-of-its-kind Roadmap for how 
NYC schools can replace longstanding and problematic 
punitive responses to behavioral issues, including overuse 
of suspension and police, with healing-centered practices 
that allow students with trauma to heal, grow, and learn. The 
Education Team continues to engage the Department of 
Education on taking steps to implement this roadmap.
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bystander 
intervention training 
against anti-api 
atttacks
following the string of attacks against asian and pacific islanders 
(api) in new york city and across the country, legal services nyc 
hosted a bystander intervention training and cultural competency 
training for its staff through the justice learning center, its 
internal educational and professional development unit. 

The webinar  showed staff build solidarity and taught them critical 
bystander intervention techniques and tips, always prioritizing their own 
safety as well. Legal Services NYC’s own API Affinity group, part of its 
Diversity Equity and Inclusion effort, continues to monitor these attacks 
and provide resources and safe spaces for impacted staff to process 
their feelings and thoughts.

helping immigrants 
become u.s. citizens
legal services nyc helped client nicole titus, an asylee from benin  
who came to the u.s. over 30 years ago, become a u.s. citizen this year.

Nicole came to the United States from Benin almost 30 years ago where 
she was held as a virtual prisoner by her brother until she escaped in 
2010. Nicole is also a member of the Deaf community, overcoming 
adversity to teach herself American Sign Language and how to read, 
lip read, and speak English after coming to the United States. After our 
legal team helped her secure a work permit in 2010, she got a job at 
Macy’s where she still works and hopes to retire later this year when she 
turns 70 years old. Her resilience is inspirational, and she is a reminder 
that ordinary people can live extraordinary lives. 

“legal services nyc has been amazing 
throughout this entire process; i can’t thank 
them enough. i feel free — free to finally 
see what’s beyond the wall, free to apply 
for jobs that i want, free to see my family- i 
haven’t seen my mom in five years. freedom is 
what i feel right now. i hope to one day help 
others feel this way.”

-Amadou Diallo, client whom Legal  
Services NYC helped get a green card
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protecting domestic 
violence survivors 
in the nyc housing 
authority
Legal Services NYC negotiated a policy change with the New York City 
Housing Authority (NYCHA) as a result of a lawsuit that now protects 
thousands of domestic violence survivors across the city. 

Following a lawsuit, NYCHA agreed not to pursue backrent from 
domestic violence survivors which accrued between the time survivors 
left their apartments after an Emergency Safety Transfer and the date 
they were selected for a new apartment. NYCHA also agreed not to 
remove domestic violence survivors from waiting lists for other NYCHA 
units because of any action taken against the remaining members of 
the tenant’s household. In addition to this policy change, Legal Services 
NYC also got our client back into a NYCHA apartment, which is close to 
her disabled son’s school, as well as $2,000 in damages.

new covid-19 
webpage 
covid-19 hit new york city quickly, sending the entire city into a tailspin. 
information was conflicting and rapidly changing, making it nearly 
impossible for our clients to know what to do and where to turn. 

Legal Services NYC quickly convened a taskforce to compile the most 
up-to-date resources, information, and updates on benefits, services, 
and supports for low-income New Yorkers and posted them in seven 
languages on Legal Services NCY’s website. The information is updated 
regularly and disseminated across all of Legal Services NYC’s social 
media channels. 

restoring dignity  
to transgender  
new yorkers
Legal Services NYC client Giana Desir got a little of her dignity back 
after she was sexually harassed and denied an apartment because of 
her gender identity. 

When Giana went to look at an apartment, the landlord said he could 
not let her near the other tenants and children, then made sexually 
explicit comments about her body. With the help of Legal Services 
NYC’s Brooklyn Office, Giana filed a case with the NYC Commission on 
Human Rights, which ordered the real estate broker to pay her $50,000 
in damages and $25,000 in civil penalties.
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“it was an extremely stressful time for 
me. to add insult to injury, i found out 
my snap benefits and medicaid had been 
terminated, which meant that i had nothing. 
i am so grateful to legal services nyc.” 

- Zeretha Jenkins, who lost her job during COVID-19 
and could not get the Department of Labor to award 
her unemployment benefits. Legal Services NYC was 

able to get all her $11,000 in unemployment benefits. 
She is now also an Legal Services NYC board member. 

JR is the recipient of a LINC (Living in Communities) subsidy. Unbeknownst 
to JR, his LINC subsidy was terminated without notice and he was no longer 
paying his rent. His landlord took him to housing court to evict him but luckily 
JR was able to connect with Legal Service NYC’s Bronx office which helped him 
pay off his back rent with help from the Rental Assistance Unit, Home Base and 

JR himself who paid a portion of the arrears and the non-payment case was 
discontinued. Legal Services NYC was also able to prevent his eviction and got 
his LINC subsidy restored.

preventing eviction for veterans
legal services nyc helped jr, a 35-year-old veteran who resides in the bronx with his wife and five children, fight off eviction, stay in their home, and 
continue receiving a life-saving rental subsidy to continue paying rent.



FINANCIALS*
REVENUE

Legal Services Corporation and  
Other Federal Contracts $14,159,080

Interest on Lawyers Accounts $5,528,335

New York State Contracts $16,935,195

New York City Contracts $39,551,640

Events and Individual Donors $1,537,192

Foundations $5,072,235

TOTAL $82,783,677

DONATED PRO BONO SERVICES $42,207,330

Fundraising/  
Communications  
$563,816

EXPENSES

Legal/Program Services 
$72,790,428

Management/  
General 
$9,821,207

TOTAL - $83,175,451
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“unexplainable joy radiated from my heart when i was told that i was granted asylum to live in the u.s. 
permanently and most importantly legally. i can now enjoy benefits that i once thought were only a dream, like 
affordable healthcare to better manage my now-undetectable hiv condition. my whole life is changed thanks to 
legal services nyc. their work ensures that people like me get the help they need.” 

- Joy Paa Kwesi Wefum, LGBTQ asylum seeker from Ghana and Legal Services NYC board member

*The financial information above is from FY2019 and will be updated once FY2020 audit is complete.
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$50,000-$99,999

Bernard F. & Alva B. Gimbel Foundation
Bloomberg LP
Cravath, Swaine & Moore LLP
Debevoise & Plimpton LLP
Fragomen Del Rey Bernsen & Loewy, LLP
Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom LLP
Willkie Farr & Gallagher LLP

$25,000-$49,999

Arnold & Porter LLP
Compass Lexecon
Gibson, Dunn & Crutcher LLP
Goodwin Procter LLP
Kaplan Hecker & Fink LLP
Kramer Levin Naftalis & Frankel LLP
Merck & Co., Inc.
Milbank LLP
Morgan, Lewis & Bockius LLP
The New York Community Trust
Paul, Weiss, Rifkind, Wharton & Garrison LLP
Ropes & Gray LLP
Simpson Thacher & Bartlett LLP
Sullivan & Cromwell LLP
Weil, Gotshal & Manges LLP
Wilmer Cutler Pickering Hale and Dorr LLP

$15,000-$24,999

Barclays Capital
Cahill Gordon & Reindel LLP
Epstein Becker & Green, P.C.
Latham & Watkins LLP
The Morrison & Foerster Foundation
USI Insurance Services LLC

$10,000-$14,999

Cadwalader, Wickersham & Taft LLP
CBRE
Cooley LLP
Cornerstone Research
D.E. Shaw & Co.
Duane Morris LLP
Fried, Frank, Harris, Shriver & Jacobson LLP
GFP Real Estate, LLC
Jones Day
King & Spalding LLP
Kirkland & Ellis LLP
Mayer Brown LLP
Morrison & Foerster LLP
O’Melveny & Myers LLP
Popular Community Bank
Proskauer Rose LLP
Wollmuth Maher & Deutsch LLP

$5,000-$9,999

Adler Pollock & Sheehan P.C.
Akin Gump Strauss Hauer & Feld LLP
AlixPartners, LLP
Bank of America
Communications Workers of America, 
Local 1180
Davis Polk & Wardwell LLP
Fenwick & West LLP
Friedman Kaplan Seiler & Adelman LLP
Goldman, Sachs & Co.
Holland & Knight LLP
Katten Muchin Rosenman
Lowenstein Sandler LLP
M & T Charitable Foundation
Marcum LLP
Marsh & McLennan Companies, Inc.
McKool Smith
The New York Bar Foundation
Patterson Belknap Webb & Tyler LLP
Prudential Financial
Schulte Roth & Zabel LLP
Sidley Austin LLP
Sisters of Mercy

INSTITUTIONAL DONORS

Fundraising/  
Communications  
$563,816
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THE JUSTICE CIRCLE
$25,000 and above 

David F. Levine
Nadezhda Murray
Karen Patton and Samuel Seymour

$10,000-$24,999

Jared Carr
Josh Eidelson
Alan Fishman
Diane M. and Joseph S. Genova
Ronan P. Harty
Elizabeth Hyon
Michal and Daniel Katcher
Sarah Keech
Lisa and John S. Kiernan
Marshall R. King
Susan J. Kohlmann
Martin Lebwohl
Katy McArthur and Matt Gross
Holly and William T. Russell
Sara L. Shudofsky
Daniel Slifkin
Liza May Velazquez and Timothy Milford
Michael D. Young and Debra L. Raskin

BENEFACTORS
$2,500-$9,999

Atiba D. Adams
Reed D. Auerbach
Moises Jaime Baly Rodriguez
Susan S. and Benjamin H. Baxt
Mark G. Cunha
Donna Daniels
Justin J. DeCamp
Richard DeScherer
Robert W. Downes
Peggy J. Farber
Alexander W. Forger
Michael J. Garvey and ToniAnn Bonade
Melissa Garza

Susan Reagan Gittes
Meghan Greene
Steven L. Holley
Ben A. Indek
Sujaan Joshi
Eamon P. Joyce
Gary S. Lee
Pamela A. Liapakis
Linton Mann, III
Marshall L. Miller
Joseph P. Moodhe
Tawfiq S. Rangwala
William O. Reckler
Chris Rogers
James J. Sandman
Shana Savage
David E. Schwartz
Penny Shane
Karen C. Shen
Manisha M. Sheth
Patrick T. and Kara E. Shilling
Steven J. Slutzky
Ellen L. Sporn
Mamie Stewart
William H. Taft V
Michael J. Volkovitsch
Davis Wang and Jerome Anderson
Ben Weiner
Kamali P. Willett
Sarah Yu

$1,000-$2,499

Marc B. Adelman
Derek J. T. Adler and Noreen R. Weiss
Amer Al Shaban
Michelle J. Anderson
Anne Aufhauser
Jordan Backman
Gabriela Bersuder
Sally and Jerry Bisignano
Harvey E. Blitz
Elise Bloom
Sindhu Boddu
Jennifer S. Borrero
Matthew D. Brinckerhoff
Martin A. Cammer

Anthony Campanelli
Hugh W. Campbell
Brendan Carroll
Claude and Susan Case
Anna Chasnoff
Tatiana Chin
Meredith B. Cross
Aaron Crowell
Elizabeth Della Zazzera
Thomas Dutton
Steve Feder
Cynthia Fernandez Lumermann
Beth Finkel
Kenneth Fowler
Victor Fusco
Herbert Garten
Alan M. Getz
Jeff Gordon
Alexandra Gordon
Margaret Hamilton
Deborah G. Howard
James L. Kainen
John G. Levi
Richard B. and Kathleen Levin
Susan B. Lindenauer
Keith McHugh
Abnet Mengistu
Jennifer Freeman Mintz
Celeste Morris
J. Emmett Murphy
Diane M. Nardi
Bruce H. Newman
Andrew Op’t Hof
Philip J. O’Rourke
Rosemary F. Palladino
Fabio A. Paniagua
David and Ronnie Parker
Bret Parker
Jonathan S. Pressman
Deborah Rand
Raun J. Rasmussen
Ramya Ravishankar
Natalie L. Reid
Mark A. Robertson
Sam J. Rubin
John F. Savarese
Nadia R. Schreiber

Ruben Schuckit
Lena Siddiqi
Peter Sluka
Sarah Small
Michael Tremonte
Johnson M. Tyler
Daniel Vogel
Ifeyinwa Walker
Jacquelyn Williams
Natalie F. Zaidman

DEFENDERS
$500-$999 

Gregory Ablavsky and Stephanie Corrigan
Randall T. Adams
Christina Ademola
Jacob D. Alderdice and Uzezi E. Abugo
Richard E. Andersen
Kelechi Anyanwu
Kathryn Ball
Raymond Barbosa
Jena Barchas-Lichtenstein
Fredericka P. Bashir
Alison R. and Matthew Benedon
Joseph A. Bianco
Mark H. Bierman
Joseph S. Bilinski
Nina Brodsky
Jeff Brown
Elizabeth I. Buechner
Jesse Capell
Bianca Cappellini
Christina Chianese
Sungjoo Choi
Parth N. Chowlera
Paul A. Cohen
William J. and Helen Covington
Elaine F. and Stephen G. Crane
Heather Cruz
Katherine Darras
Anthony E. Davis
Shannon Doherty
Marisol Dones
Caroline C. Dreyspool

INDIVIDUAL DONORS
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Andrew and Audrey Feiner
Robert M. Finkel
Jason Friedman
William A. Garcia
Meghan J. Gilligan Palermo
Anouck Giovanola
Geoffrey Goldberg
Michael Goldblum and Ann Rauch
Nancy Goldhill
Yelena Goncharov and David Rubinshteyn
John C. Gray
C. Scott Greene
David Hillman
Catherine Hoge
Sharaf Islam
Mariana Jantz
George and Pam Kash

A&E Networks
AIG
Akerman LLP
Akin Gump Strauss Hauer & Feld LLP
American Express
Anderson Kill
Apollo
Apple
Arnold & Porter Kaye Scholar LLP
Baker Botts LLP
BakerHostetler
Bank of America
Bank of New York Mellon
Barclays
Bloomberg Philanthropies
Buckley Sandler LLP
Cadwalader, Wickersham & Taft LLP
Carter Ledyard & Milburn LLP
Chubb
Citizens Bank
Cleary Gottlieb  Steen & Hamilton LLP
Consolidated Edison
Cooley
Cooley LLP
Covington & Burling LLP
Cravath, Swaine & Moore LLP
Davis Polk & Wardwell LLP

DE Shaw & Co.
Debevoise & Plimpton LLP
Dechert LLP
DLA Piper LLP (US)
Emery Celli Brinkerhoff & Abady
Facebook
Fish & Richardson
Fried Frank
Gibbons
Gibson Dunn
Goldman Sachs & Co. LLC
Goodwin Procter LLP
Greenfield Stein & Senior LLP
Guggenheim
Hogan Lovells US LLP
Holland & Knight LLP
HSBC
Hughes Hubbard & Reed LLP
IBM
J-Crew
Jenner & Block LLP
John Greiner Test Org
JPMorgan Chase & Co
Kasowitz Benson Torres & Friedman LLP
Katten Muchin Rosenman LLP
Kelley Drye & Warren LLP
Kilpatrick Townsend & Stockton LLP

King & Spalding LLP
Kirkland & Ellis LLP
Kramer Levin Naftalis & Frankel LLP
Kroll
Latham & Watkins LLP
Lewis Baach 
Linklaters
Loeb & Loeb LLP
Lowenstein Sandler LLP
Marsh & McLennan Companies
Mayer, Brown LLP
McDermott Will & Emery
McGuire Woods LLP
Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center
MetLife
Milbank LLP
Mishcon de Reya LLP
Morgan Stanley
Morgan, Lewis & Bockius LLP
Morrison & Foerster LLP
Norton Rose Fulbright
Novartis
O’Melveny & Myers
Patterson Belknap Webb & Tyler LLP
Paul Weiss Rifkind Wharton & Garrison LLP
Paypal
PepsiCo

PRO BONO PARTNERS
Pershing
Pfize
PNC
Poulos LoPiccolo, P.C.
Proskauer Rose, LLP
Prudential
Ropes & Gray LLP
Salesforce
Seyfarth Shaw
Shearman & Sterling LLP
Simpson Thacher & Barlett LLP
Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom, LLP
Societe Generale
Stout Risius Ross
Stroock & Stroock & Lavan LLP
Sullivan & Cromwell LLP.
Sullivan & Worcester
Viacom
Vinson & Elkins LLP
Wachtell, Lipton, Rosen & Katz
Weil Gotshal Manges LLP
White & Case LLP
Willkie Farr & Gallagher, LLP
WilmerHale
Winston & Strawn LLP

Martha Kellogg
John and Christine Koehler
Jeremy Kopman
Henry Thomas Krim
Suky Kwak
Jerome L. Levine
Roger Juan Maldonado
Richard Mark
Robert P. Master
Kevin R. McConnell
Glen McFarlane
Beth Meyer and Dale Stohre
Candace Moss
Katrina Mouquin
Thomas Mueller
Nonny Onyekweli
Andre E. Owens
Janine Panchok-Berry
Soo Mi Park

Jonathan Plasse
Marcos H. Pueyrredon
Amanda Ravich
Laure Rawson
Samantha Reiser
Michele Richman
Kathleen A. Roberts
Luis Rodriguez
Richard T. Ross
Leslie Salzman
Sandy R. Santana
Shrilaxmi Satyanarayana
Mona C. Schnitzler and Jonathan Hurwitz
Steven and Melissa Schoenfeld
Ghita Schwarz
Clair Seager-Galron
Aset Shyngyssov
Daniel S. Silver
Michelle Seldin Silverman

Julianne Simson
Tiffany J. Smith
Orin S. Snyder
Daniel J. Soltman
Nicolas Steenland
Sara Sugar
Martha A. Sullivan
Sruti J. Swaminathan
Nakia Thomas
Rita Vega
Charles S. and Jacqueline Warren
Leonard Wasserman
Allen P. Waxman
Jonathan A. Willens
Michael L. Williams
Matthew Willner
Kam S. Wong
Paul Wooten
Joshua Lee Wright
Nina N. Xue
Scott Ziolko

individual donors continued



BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 
William T. Russell, Jr.  
Simpson Thacher & Bartlett LLP 
Chair 

Liza May Velazquez 
Paul, Weiss, Rifkind, Wharton & Garrison LLP 
Vice Chair

Marshall L. Miller 
Kaplan Hecker & Fink LLP 
Treasurer  

Marshall R. King  
Gibson, Dunn & Crutcher LLP  
Secretary

Linda Carrasquillo
Donna R. Daniels 
EY

Susan Reagan Gittes 
Debevoise & Plimpton LLP

Jeffrey Gordon 
Gordon & Gordon

Ronan P. Harty 
Davis Polk & Wardwell LLP

Victoria L. Horowitz
Ben A. Indek 
Morgan, Lewis & Bockius LLP

Zeretha Jenkins
Abdiel Joseph
Susan J. Kohlmann 
Jenner & Block LLP 

Gary S. Lee 
Morrison & Foerster LLP

Ana Melendez
Michel Montes 
Peter Ofner
Rasheedah Omar
Rosemary F. Palladino 
Private Practice

Nilda Pointer
Tawfiq S. Rangwala 
Milbank LLP

William O. Reckler 
Latham & Watkins LLP

David E. Schwartz 
Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom LLP

Penny Shane 
Sullivan & Cromwell LLP

Karen Shen 
Pfizer Inc

Manisha M. Sheth 
Quinn Emanuel Urquhart & Sullivan, LLP

Sara L. Shudofsky 
Arnold & Porter 

Daniel Slifkin 
Cravath, Swaine & Moore LLP

Abibatou Traore-Miller
Jeroen van Kwawegen 
Bernstein Litowitz Berger & Grossmann LLP 

Joy Wefum
Michael D. Young  
JAMS

WHO WE ARE

“legal services nyc  staff labor every day 
under crushing caseloads, under the emotional 
burden of their clients’ circumstances, with 
the heartbreak of knowing how many people 
they are unable to help — all to make america’s 
promise of equal justice under the law a reality 
for people to whom it would otherwise be just 
a cruel illusion. they represent not only the 
highest values of the legal profession, but the 
highest and most sacred value of america itself 
— justice.”  

– James J. Sandman, former president  
of the Legal Services Corporation
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EXECUTIVE TEAM
Raun J. Rasmussen 
Executive Director 

Andrea Zigman  
Deputy Director

Wayne A. Francis 
Chief Operating Officer

John J. Lever  
Chief Financial Officer

Kirsten Soberanis 
Chief, HR & Diversity

Michelle Burrell 
Queens Project Director

Peggy Earisman 
Manhattan Project Director

Nadia K. Hernandez 
Staten Island Project Director

Marie Richardson 
Acting Bronx Project Director

Hon. Betty E. Staton 
Brooklyn Project President

Tanya Wong  
Brooklyn Project Director

EMERITUS BOARD
Mark G. Cunha 
Simpson Thacher & Bartlett LLP (retired)

Joseph S. Genova 
Milbank, Tweed, Hadley & McCloy LLP 
(retired)

John S. Kiernan 
Debevoise & Plimpton LLP

PRO BONO ASSOCIATE 
ADVISORY BOARD 
 
Jacob Alderdice 
Jenner & Block LLP

Jared Allen 
Weil, Gotshal & Manges LLP

Kathryn Ball 
Morgan, Lewis & Bockius LLP

Gabby Bersuder 
Patterson Belknap Webb & Tyler LLP

Joseph Bianco 
Debevoise & Plimpton LLP

Samantha Bui 
Cravath Swaine & Moore LLP

Neesha Chhina 
Arnold & Porter 

Elizabeth Coffin-Karlin  
Latham & Watkins LLP

Ashley Czechowski 
Fried, Frank, Harris, Shriver & Jacobson LLP

Dagatha Delgado 
Katten Muchin Rosenman LLP

Deepa Devanathan 
Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom LLP

Jonathan D’Errico 
Weil, Gotshal & Manges LLP

Ken Fowler 
King & Spalding LLP

Vanessa Gonzalez-Ahmed 
Milbank LLP

Alexandra Gordon 
Paul, Weiss, Rifkind, Wharton & Garrison LLP

Jocelyn Greer 
Morrison & Foerster LLP

Catherine Hoge  
Kramer Levin Naftalis & Frankel LLP

Eliot Kim 
Wilmer Cutler Pickering Hale and Dorr LLP

Meghan Gilligan Palermo 
Ropes & Gray LLP

Janine Panchok-Berry 
O’Melveny & Myers LLP

Marcos Pueyrredon 
Gibson, Dunn & Crutcher LLP

Ramya Ravishankar 
Bowery Farming

Maya Reeves 
Simpson Thacher & Bartlett LLP

Adrianna ScheerCook 
Cleary Gottlieb Steen & Hamilton LLP

Adam Sowlati 
Wachtell, Lipton, Rosen & Katz

Jacqueline Stykes 
Quinn Emanuel Urquhart & Sullivan, LLP

Sruti Swaminathan 
Willkie

Jeffrey Then 
Kaplan Hecker & Fink LLP

Kaitlyn Walsh 
Dechert LLP

Joshua Wright 
Akin Gump Strauss Hauer & Feld LLP

LEGAL SERVICES NYC
40 Worth Street, Suite 606 
New York, NY 10013 

BRONX
349 East 149th St. 
10th Floor 
Bronx, NY 10451 

BROOKLYN
105 Court Street 
3rd Floor 
Brooklyn, NY 11201 

MANHATTAN
1 West 125th Street 
2nd Floor 
New York, NY 10027 

QUEENS
89-00 Sutphin Blvd. 
Jamaica, NY 11435 

STATEN ISLAND
36 Richmond Terrace 
Ste. 205 
Staten Island, NY 10301 
 
Call our hotline for legal 
assistance: 917-661-4500
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